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Welcome to A Level English 
Language 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to English Language A Level at Sir William Robertson Academy. We 
are really pleased you have chosen this course and very much look forward to 
working with you. 
 
This booklet will give you an overview of the course and offer advice and 

information about how to be a successful English Language A Level 

student. 

 

Over the summer, this booklet will support you in making that transition 

from GCSE to A Level English, enabling you to engage in independent 

study and commence the Year 12 course with confidence. 

 
As an English Language student, you will be expected to explore a range of texts 
and to critically analyse what is in front of you. You will need to ask yourself: why 
has this been written in this way? Who has written it and what is their agenda? 
 
Your non-examined assessments offer you the opportunity to investigate an area 
of language that really interests you and to write creatively, or persuasively, or in 
an informative way. It’s a busy and exciting course. Enjoy these summer tasks, 
we look forward to seeing you in September. 
 
Mrs. N Bridges 
Head of English 
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Transition - the process or a period of changing from one state or condition to 

another. 

"Students in transition from one programme to another" 
 

 
Essential skills to develop: 
 

A love of learning and thirst for knowledge: Be inquisitive; ask questions 

and then be motivated to find out the answers. These might not be in the first 

place you go to: be prepared to read around and conduct extensive research. 

 

Independent learning: Unlike at GCSE, you will be expected to take 

responsibility for your own learning with support from your teachers who 

can facilitate your learning. You need to work autonomously and respond 

personally to texts. 

 

Perseverance and resilience: Persist with your A-Level learning even 

when it seems too difficult or challenging. Nothing worth achieving ever 

comes easily. You also need to be resilient and thrive on constructive 

criticism. It will take time to build on your skills from GCSE to achieving the 

same grades or higher grades at A-Level. Welcome challenges, be inspired by 

others’ successes to motivate yourself to succeed and act on the advice given 

to you by your class teacher. Learn lesson content avoid just ‘absorbing’ 

actively learn it in your study time. Study time is generous for a reason if you 

aren’t using it then something is going wrong. The texts you read and the 

concepts and theories you come across at A-Level will be challenging and 

you might find this daunting at first, but you will learn a number of strategies 

to support you in accessing these texts and ways of thinking. 

 

Motivation and Conscientiousness: Learning requires effort and a 

commitment to your studies. The more you invest in your learning, the more 
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you will gain in terms of academic achievement. Be proactive in your learning 

journey; complete follow-on tasks to improve your skills; read widely to gain 

more knowledge; look up definitions in a dictionary and concepts online or 

in textbooks. Browse the recommended websites for the topics you are 

studying. 

Organisation and time management: The English department will expect 

you to complete a minimum of 4-5 hours of independent study per week. 

There may also be additional reading and revision to complete at some 

points in the year. It would help you to establish a routine for your studies: 

consider where you will work to aid meaningful and focused study; whether 

you work more effectively independently in silence or in a study group with 

classmates; whether you need to access wider reading resources in school or 

whether you can do some tasks, such as essay writing at home; think in 

advance whether you will need to seek support from a teacher before 

completing an independent study task. Stick to specific study periods / days 

of the week for specific subjects. Being able to prioritise and work efficiently 

are essential skills at A-Level. 

Wider reading and research: Be prepared to read widely on an English 

course. You will need to complete set reading tasks, but you will also be 

expected to extend that reading, using recommended wider reading 

suggestions. The expectation is that you will be a keen reader and 

investigator. You will also need to research texts, theories and concepts 

independently. Don’t rely on Wikipedia and Google searches for your 

research; use the recommended reading lists in order to ensure your 

findings are valid and academic. Learn to be selective. 

 

Become a critical, active linguist: Question text producers (writers and 

speakers), as well as text receivers (readers and listeners). Be critical of their 

representations of the world and the ways in which these representations are 

received by the intended or actual audience. 

 

Note-taking: It is essential that you maintain detailed, well-organised and 

well- presented notes. You will be given a guide to organising your course 
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folder from your teachers when you start in September. Notes will be 

checked, but ultimately it is your responsibility to ensure your notes will 

enable you to be successful at the end of the course. It is much better to keep 

on top of recording summary notes for texts read and wider reading notes, 

than to try to ‘cram’ your note-taking in the final few weeks of the unit. 

Discussion and debate: You will be expected to have an opinion, an 

educated viewpoint on texts you read and issues with which you will engage. 

You will need to be prepared to communicate your views to others and 

participate in discussions and debates. You will also need to respect the 

views of others and understand that debate doesn’t mean having to agree. It 

means hearing all sides and understanding you own opinion. 
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AQA English Language 7702 find the full specification here: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-

language-7701-7702/scheme-of-assessment 

 

 

Paper 1: Language the Individual and Society 

2hrs 30 minutes in June of Year 13 40% of A Level Language Course 

Section A two texts are presented 

1 Analyse how Text A uses language to create meanings and representations.  

2 Analyse how Text B uses language to create meanings and representations.  

3 Explore the similarities and differences in the ways that Text A and Text B use language. 

Section B stimulus material presented 

4 Children’s language development  

 

Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change 

2 hrs 30 minutes in June of Year 13 40% of the A Level Language Course 

Q1 OR Q2 Choice of question discussing a language issue relevant to language issue  

 Choose Q1 or Q2 

Q3 Two texts presented for discourse analysis  

Q4 Opinion article based on the texts in Question 2 

 

Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) 

Language Investigation 10% 

Original Writing   10% 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7701-7702/scheme-of-assessment
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7701-7702/scheme-of-assessment
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Terms and Concepts 

 
  The Study of English Language 

Studying this course will enable you to develop a deep knowledge of how the 

English language works and a secure understanding of how language users 

communicate. You will explore data (see below) and examples of language 

in use and apply concepts and methods appropriate for the analysis of 

language. You will undertake an independent investigation into an area of 

particular and individual interest (in discussion with your teacher), and 

develop your skills as producers and interpreters of language. You will 

engage creatively with topical issues relevant to language in use and develop 

your interest in and enjoyment of English. 

You will also develop an ability to evaluate attitudes towards language and 

its users, engaging with current debates about language use and 

investigating how different contexts across time and place affect language 

use. 

Topics will include the following: 

• language use and varieties of language 

• attitudes towards language use 

• language and social groups 

• regional/national/international varieties of English 

• language and gender 

• language and technology 

• language and identity  

• child language acquisition 

• language change over time (from the seventeenth century to present) 

 
 

 
Key Term: 

Data - refers to any source of English language that can be analysed. This 

may mean written texts, multi-modal texts or transcriptions of speech. In the 

course of study this may also include speech or media sources which are 

experienced and explored without transcription. 
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Basic Principles 

 
• Context 

Context refers to the conditions in which a text is produced or 

received: when, where, how and by whom a text is produced or 

received. Language use can differ vastly depending on these 

factors. 
• Genre 

The type of text, e.g. a newspaper article, a blog, a conversation 

between friends, a speech given to employees, etc. 
• Audience 

The person or people reading or hearing the text – the reader or the 
listener. 
• Purpose 

Why the text was produced (spoken or written), e.g. to 

persuade, to inform, to describe, etc. 
• Mode 

Mode is either spoken or written. 
• Register and Formality 

The type or variety of language the writer or speaker choose to 

use, e.g. formal / informal register. There are also varying 

degrees of how formal or informal texts can be. 

 

 
Language Levels 

 
• Lexis and Semantics – the vocabulary and the meanings shaped by the 

word choices a language user makes 

• Grammar – sentence construction and functional word classes 

• Discourse – looking at the structure of whole pieces of text which 

differs according to mode, genre and context 

• Pragmatics – how language is dependent on context – the meaning behind 

what we say or write 

• Phonetics, Phonology and Prosodics – studying how language users 

interact in speech – the sounds and effects 
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Texts to introduce you to the study of English Language: 

• A Little Book of Language – David Crystal 

• The Adventure of English – Melvyn Brag 

• Listen to your Child – David Crystal  

• The English Language – David Crystal 

• Mother Tongue – Bill Bryson 

Useful websites: 

http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.com/  (@englangblog) 

EngLangBlog is a blog written for English Language students 

and teachers. The posts give suggestions for wider reading 

and direct you to online resources and articles about 

controversial language issues in the media. Many of the 

contributors to this blog are also the people who advise AQA 

about examination questions.  Follow on twitter 

 
1. http://www.bl.uk/ 

The British Library website – head to the ‘Discover’ page of 

their website for information on English Language topics 

such as accents and dialects. 

             
2. http://david-crystal.blogspot.co.uk/ (@davCR) 

A blog written by ‘The Expert’ in Language and Linguistics, David 
Crystal. 

 
Podcasts for regular listening: 

 

‘Fry’s English Delight’ 10 series available on BBC Sounds 

 

‘Word of Mouth’ over 200 episodes exploring words and issues in an 
entertaining way. 

 

 

 

 

http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.com/
http://www.bl.uk/
http://david-crystal.blogspot.co.uk/
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Compulsory Summer Tasks 

Please hand these tasks in to one of your teachers in week 2 of your course, they will not ask you for 

them, it is your responsibility to complete the work that is asked of you. You are in charge of your 

learning. 

 

TASK ONE – Thinking about your own use of language (Idiolect)  

Present your answers to the following questions in any way that you feel is appropriate: be creative. 

 

 

 

YOUR OWN SPOKEN LANGUAGE 

1. What was your first word? 

2. How old were you when you first began to talk? 

3. List any unusual or funny made-up words you used as a child? 

4. Describe your accent? 

5. Describe your dialect? Give examples of specific dialect words/phrases 

6. Did you ever have a ‘special language’ with friends or siblings? Give examples 

7. What or who have been the five biggest influences on the way you speak? In what way? 

8. Do you think you speak ‘well’? Explain your answer 
9. How do your friends influence the way you use language? 
10. How do your friends influence the way you use language? 

11. Do you use words and phrases that are particular to your friendship group? Like what? 

12. Do you mimic your friends? Or do you sound different from them? 

13. Do you use slang/colloquial idioms from friends or school? Like what? 

14. Make a list of the words and expressions you have used during your time at school to mean 

the following: 

• “Great!” 

• “Hello!” 

• “Oh dear!” 

• “Goodbye 
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Compulsory Summer Tasks 

Please hand these tasks in to one of your teachers in week 2 of your course, they will not ask you for 

them, it is your responsibility to complete the work that is asked of you. You are in charge of your 

learning. 

 

 

 

TASK TWO – Thinking about your own use of technical language in English 

 

Over summer, become familiar with the list of words on the next page, look up any you don’t 

understand and make yourself a glossary to keep in your folder. 

Print the list during the first week of term and put it into your class folder – in the last week of each 

term – fill it in, Look at it regularly to see if you are increasing your use of technical terms. 
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Compulsory Summer Tasks 

Please hand these tasks in to one of your teachers in week 2 of your course, they will not ask you for 

them, it is your responsibility to complete the work. You are in charge of your learning. 

 

 

TASK THREE – Thinking about how texts are presented. 

 

Read the variety of texts that follow and then complete the grid – be prepared to share 

and discuss your findings. 

 

 

✓ Make sure you understand each grouping focus. If you don’t, use the 

internet to find out! 

✓ With that focus in mind, select two to four texts from the selection which 

you feel could be grouped by that characteristic. 

✓ In the final box, explain why/how you have come to that conclusion. 

✓ One has been done for you, but the rest is up to you! 

 
 



SWRA Sixth Form Summer Work English Language Year 12 
 

14 
 

 
 
Focus of grouping Grouped texts Because… 

1. Same purpose A, G, I They each have the same purpose 
to entertain the reader, which can 
be seen through their 
sensationalized writing, detailed 
description and use of familiar 
features for the genre. E.g. clichés 
in some, detailed description, or 
familiar structure or events. 

2. Same intended 
audience 

  
 
 
 
 

3. Represents women in a 
similar way 

  
 
 
 
 

4. Use a semantic field of 
sport 

  
 
 
 
 

5. Use of non-standard 
English 

  
 
 

6. Use of occupational 
register 

  
 
 

7. Use of idiomatic 
language 

  
 
 
 

8. Graphology is used to 
support the purpose 
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Text A 
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Text B 
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Text C 
 

 



SWRA Sixth Form Summer Work English Language Year 12 
 

18 
 

Text D 
 

 
 
Text E 
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Text F 
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Text G 

 
 

Text H 
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Text I 
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Text J 
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